cii                  OBITUARY NOTICE  BY  DE J.  T.  BOTTOMLEY
tion and theoretical research into the nature and causes of the trade-winds and other great and persistent currents of atmospheric circulation. Previous theories are discussed and criticised and their merits duly recognized, the theory of Hadley, in particular, being shown to be substantially true. A. much more complete theory is then expounded in full detail; and charts and diagrams in illustration show the nature of the aerial motions.
Here this memoir must close. There are many papers of Thomson which have not even been alluded to in it. Nor is it possible or necessary for the present purpose to refer to all the subjects to which his ever active mind directed itself. A character so truly philosophic it is very rare to meet. His was a singularly well ordered and well governed mind. It was, if one may venture to say so, almost too philosophical and too well governed for the business of every-day life. He could scarcely realise a difference between greater and smaller error or untruth. Great or small error and untruth were to be condemned and resisted; and, perhaps, in the mabter of public business and in this hurrying nineteenth century pressure, there were those who, thoroughly conscientious themselves, could not yet feel perfect sympathy with his extreme and scrupulous determination to let nothing, however small, pass without thorough examination and complete proof. To temporise was not in his nature; and this extreme conscientiousness gave rise to a want of rapidity of action which was perhaps the only fault in a singularly perfect character.
Purity and honour in word and deed and thought, gentleness of disposition, readiness to spend his labour, his time, his mental energies for others, and for the good of the world in general, all were conspicuous in his life both in public and in private.
Professor Thomson was elected Fellow of the Eoyal Society in 1877; and he received the honorary degree of D.Sc. from the Queen's University in Ireland, and of LL.D. from his own University of Glasgow, and from the University of Dublin.
In 1853 he married Elizabeth Hancock, daughter of William John Hancock, Esq., J.P., of Lurgan, Co. Armagh, a lady who devoted herself to every minutest interest of her husband's life. They had one son and two daughters, of whom the son and elder daughter survive.
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